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CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 12314 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT 

SUBJECT: NATIONAL ASSEMBLY LEGISLATION ON TFAI INDEPENDENCE 
REF: A. PARIS 34826, B. ADDIS 12152 

1 . DECEMBER 4 REVEIL DE DJIBOUTI REPORTED THAT ON DECEMBER 1 
FRENCH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY HAD ADOPTED TWO PROPOSED LAWS, ONE 
ORGANIZING REFERENDUM FOR TFAI INDEPENDENCE AND SECOND RE- 
APPORTIONING TFAI CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES. ARTICLE STATED FIRST 
LAW PROVIDED FOR REFERENDUM TO BE HELD WITHIN SIX MONTHS 
FOLLOWING PROMULGATION OF LAW, INDICATED THOSE ELIGIBLE TO 
PARTICIPATE, AND CREATED TWO COMMISSIONS. FIRST COMMISSION 
CHARGED WITH CONDUCTING ELECTORAL OPERATIONS, SECOND WILL 
APPARENTLY OVERSEE ELECTIONS AND LEGALLY DECREE OUTCOME. 

2. ARTICLE ALSO STATED THAT GOF BY ORDINANCE HAD BOTH MO- 
DIFIED COMPOSITION OF ELECTORAL SECTIONS WITHIN TFAI AND 
REAPPORTIONED SEATS OF DEPUTIES WITHIN ELECTORAL SECTIONS. 
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3. FOR PARIS— WOULD APPRECIATE CONFIRMATION OF NATIONAL 
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ASSEMBLY LEGISLATION AND ANY INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON RE- 
APPORTIONMENT. 

COMMENT: ARTICLE APPEARS TO INTIMATE THAT, IN ADDITION 
TO REFERENDUM, ELECTIONS MAY BE HELD PRIOR TO INDEPENDENCE. 

IN VIEW CONFLICTING PRESSURES TO MAINTAIN AFAR-ISSA BALANCE 
IN TFAI AND TO BROADEN ELECTORATE WHICH COULD UPSET THAT 
BALANCE, POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT REAPPORTIONMENT COULD 
ASSIST SOLUTION OF BOTH POLITICAL PROBLEMS THROUGH 
SUBTLE GERRYMANDERING. ELECTIONS WOULD ALSO SOLVE PROBLEMS 
FOR GOF RAISED REFTEL. 

TIENKEN 
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